Introduction
The corpus luteum develops from the tissues of the ovulating follicle by remodelling and growth. At the same time, differen¬ tiation of endocrine cells results in the transition from the follicular to the luteal phase. A number of studies have described the events in the tissue that lead to the rupture of the ovulating follicle (see Bjersing and Cajander, 1974a-c; Espey, 1980 Espey, , 1991 , including the release of proteases that destroy the collagen component of the follicle wall. The mechanism of tissue remodelling by which the corpus luteum is formed is less well described. In A morphometric analysis of bovine tissue indicated that extracellular space comprised 30% of the cross-sectional area of the corpus luteum on day 6 of the cycle and 15% on day 15 (Parry et al, 1980) . In perfusion-fixed rat tissue, intercellular space accounted for 5% of the area (Meyer, 1991) . The nature of this material has not been described and the assumption must therefore be that it consists of conventional extracellular components including collagen (Labat-Robert et al, 1990) .
Luteal cells lack a basal lamina, except where they are in close apposition to capillaries (Meyer, 1991) , and it is therefore expected that any collagen present in the extracellular matrix will be of the fibrillar (interstitial) rather than the basement membrane type (van der Rest and Garrone, 1991 (Sheldrick and Flint, 1989) and should therefore be pres¬ ent during periods of collagen synthesis (Espey and Coons, 1976 (Edwards and O'Brien, 1980; Hay, 1981) (Fig. 2) . The 0^(1), a2(I) and ß(I) peptide bands appeared at simi¬ lar relative densities to those in the standard preparation in a pattern similar to that described by Miller and Rhodes (1982 
